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Christian care for families




Branch programmes       Some Suggestions:

Let’s keep to our five objectives

Our Vision

Vision: Our vision is of a world where God's love is shown through loving, respectful, and flourishing relationships.

Aim & Purpose: To demonstrate the Christian faith in action by the transformation of communities worldwide through the nurture of the family in its many forms.

Mission: 

· To promote and support married life 

· To encourage parents in their role to develop the faith of their children 

· To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship and service 

· To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the protection of children 

· To help those whose family life has met with adversity

Values: Mothers' Union is firmly rooted in a voluntary ethos. Its governance, leadership, and programmes are driven by and undertaken through members around the world as they respond to God's call to faith and action.

Beliefs:

· We believe in the value of each individual and their unique qualities 

· We believe in the value of relationships. Jesus said, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself." 

· We believe in the value of the family in its many forms as a source of love and support for individuals and the basis for a caring community

What are we going to have in the branch programmes? Some Useful suggestions

January:
Start the year with a New Year’s Party, invite friends, bring a dish and raise some funds for the year ahead. If you want some ideas on Mothers’ Union games to play then get in touch with the marketing unit. 

February:
 Invite your prayer partners and have an evening of fellowship in the spring months. Play Mosquito beetle and raise awareness about the mosquito net project in Nebbi, which is tackling the problem of malaria in the region, or serve Mothers’ Union soup and raise awareness for the soup kitchens in Cape Town (recipes on the Chester website http://www.mothersunionchester.co.uk/marketing.php and table top cards from Jeanette Appleton Marketing Unit)

March:
Have a communion service on Lady Day instead of a branch meeting, rather than as well as a branch meeting.

April:

The [home] pack

This resource has been put together to inspire and guide you as you explore the concepts of family and home, either as a group or in personal reflection.

The DVD, booklet and worship will enable you work through the five topics of home: a) provision, b) nurture, c) belonging, d) support, and e) refuge

You can order this pack from the Mothers Union website http://themothersunion .org/home.aspx or contact the Chester marketing unit. Use just one aspect of this pack or have this as a study group if that suits you.

May:

Book a Mothers’ Union speaker to talk about project work in the diocese

June:

Have a knit-in, make clothes for the neonatal unit, or women’s refuge. Knit a necklace or a felt potted handbag as a fundraiser for the branch (patterns from marketing unit). Have some young people join you and teach them how to knit. Or perhaps you could be more ambitious and make a Noah’s ark for your children’s corner in church. See Coventry Mothers’ Union’s website http://www.mothersunion-cov.org.uk/welcome.htm for some ideas.

July:

Be confident in the weather and have a strawberry sparkle. This is an evening of strawberries and sparkling drinks. Make it a fundraiser and think about what project you could develop in your parish. Do you give baptism candidates a bible story book, or couples getting married a candle? Have a quiz and give out prizes (see attached quiz – contact us for the answers!)

September:
Have a Welcome back service. This is a good time to enrol a few new members

October:
 Get a copy of the Older People’s resource ‘This worked for us’ and see is there are any projects that would suit your parish. 

November:
 Will your vicar come along and give you a talk on marriage/ baptism./bereavement/ mission outreach?

December:

Has to be an advent carol service with mince pies and more friends coming to join you.
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